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The AAGL has led innovation in women’s health for decades. Visionary leadership
and a clear sense of purpose carried AAGL’s nascent years when skepticism about
improving surgical care was the norm.

Now, AAGL faces a new class of skepticism. In order to best serve our patients and
our physicians, we need to pursue ABOG designation. The future of our specialty, and the
best care for our patients, depends on this step. Upcoming AAGL leadership will be tasked
with proving what we already know, that AAGL members are the definitive source of
expertise in Complex Benign Gynecology. In order to show this, AAGL can regularly publish
authoritative clinical guidance in the subjects we “own.” We can incentivize presentations
at the annual congress on advances in the science of fibroids, endometriosis and pelvic
pain, until the annual congress is “the place to be” for presentation of new scholarly work
in these areas. AAGL can support the creation of multi-center research networks and
databases.

There are cues we can take from our sister academic societies. Similar to ASRM, we
can sponsor a research course for YAN and fellows and maintain a list of research priorities
for our field. We can develop an industry collaboration team similar to the GOG model.
With a well-documented increase in private funding for GYN research, AAGL is poised to
provide the clinical expertise groundbreaking new “Femtech” and “Gyntech” companies
need.

From my years as a fellow, to working with YAN, to representing the Program
Directors on the CBGF Board, and as Chair of the AAGL Research Committee over the past
year, | have learned that our members are an invaluable resource of creativity and
excellence that must be realized fully. Matching our members’ passions to AAGL’s mission
will be crucial for upcoming AAGL leadership. The research committee members have
proposed industry collaboration teams, offered an edit of the abstract submission system,
and invited research leaders to the Annual Congress among other initiatives.

The next five years will be pivotal in proving that AAGL deserves citizenship in the
academic world and it that continues to have the most visionary leadership in women’s
health.



